
“My flesh and 
my heart fail; 
but God is the 
strength of my 
heart and my 
portion forever 
(Psalm 73:26).  
Mike 
Shumock 
invited his 
friend Steve 
Ferguson and 
me to join a 
large group 
from Louisiana 
on a vision trip 
to Haiti. We had four teams: evangelism, construction, VBS & medical. I’m 

always amazed how God takes 30 strangers, weak in 
ourselves, empowers us through the Holy Spirit and then 
does a mighty work in and through us. The VBS team made an 
impact on hundreds of children sharing the Gospel with them. 
The three teenage girls on the team blessed my heart when 

one through tears said, “I’m so thankful for all that God has blessed me with!” 
When you see the extreme poverty, you can’t help but be impacted. However,  
something else troubled me, the lack of church participation at the medical 
clinics held in their churches. Some might call it the culture 
of poverty. I’m not sure what to call it, but I know it broke 
my heart that no church people, not even the pastor, 
showed up to greet us or witness to those attending the 
clinic. I kept thinking this bag of medicine will be gone in a 
week, but your problems may never get better. Jesus Christ 
is your only hope, and no one is here to tell you in your own 
language. “But God gave the increase” (I Cor. 3:6b). 
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Lindsey & Kimsey stole 
my heart as soon as they 
put their snacks down to 
help us first. They loved 
having a job - directing 
people where to go or 
putting  toothbrushes in 
goody bags. Their 
smiles were infectious 
every time duty called. I 
pray they saw Jesus in 
us. “But God has chosen 
the foolish things of the 
world…” (I Cor. 1:27). 

Mike made louvers for 
the windows the first 
work day but wanted to 
focus on the main thing, 
sharing the Good News 
of the Gospel. The Lord 
gave him opportunities 
to lead some to Christ 
and to encourage a 
fallen pastor with the 
promises of God. “But as 
we were allowed of God 
to be put in trust with the 
gospel, even so we 
speak; not as pleasing 
men, but God, which 
tries our hearts” (I Thes. 
2:4).

Steve was gracious enough to leave the 
evangelism team that went door to 
door giving out rice & beans & sharing 
the Gospel to go with the medical 
team. The pharmacy shared our 
translator with Steve so he was able to 
tell each person that Jesus died for 
their sins. This sweet lady prayed to 
receive Christ, and we rejoiced, but 
who will disciple her? We 
pray God puts someone 
in her path. “But God 
commends His love 
toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us 
(Romans 5:8). 

Haiti 2018 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved 
us” (Eph. 2:4). We saw God’s mercy & 
great love demonstrated when a very 
sick mother & her malnourished baby 
were our first patients Tuesday 
morning. Money was pooled, and the 
mother and baby were taken to a 
hospital. Since the hospital wouldn’t 
take the baby, she was taken to 
American missionaries that specialize 

in malnutrition. 
Sadly, the baby 
didn’t make it. 
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